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Bowers, Claude The Young Jefferson, 1743-1789. 
Houghton, Mifflin. March 12, 1945. ix, 544p. $3.75. 


The fact that historiography can art well 
science has recent years been demonstrated brilliantly 
the Jefferson studies Claude Bowers. The present 
volume, the last the trilogy, marked the same 
qualities rich drama and high color which embel- 
lished Jefferson and Hamilton and Jefferson Power. 
Writing the stylistic tradition Sainte-Beuve, Macaulay, 
and Green, Mr. Bowers has produced great biography 
the most characteristic great Americans. While not 
work original research, excellent synthesis and 
distinguished though typically Liberal interpretation. 
possesses also the prime merit revealing Thomas 
Jefferson living human being, who occasionally availed 
himself the human privilege being wrong. 


Against backdrop Old Dominion society reminiscent 
scenes Swallow Barn, are told Jefferson’s early 
and formative years. Mr. Bowers has caught the spirit 
eighteenth century Virginia, the charm its velvet- 
and-old-rose culture and, strange contradiction, its 
intense intellectual ferment. Law, politics, love, and 
sport, were the chief preoccupations this synthetic 
aristocracy which could never decide precisely what 
degree wished salt its manners with republicanism. 
The young Tom Jefferson, very much product this 
society, was nature had keen 
perception the tempo social change, and believed 
ardently that the first principle social 
institutions was adaptability the imperious law 
progress. Yet, being iconoclast, was such with 
restraint. dismantled and shelved the ancient house- 


hold goods, but did gentlemanly manner, re- 
gretting cause pain. 
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was, Mr. Bowers describes effectively, the “pen- 
man the American Revolution.” His Summary View 
still stands the clearest and most forceful presentation 
the American colonies’ case against England. dis- 
played the Continental Congress his skill the science 
applied politics, and his appreciation the weapon 
propaganda. the latter field his greatest production 
was, course, that distillation the best thought the 
centuries regarding human rights under government—the 
Declaration Independence. Later, his diplomatic 
post Paris, fenced with Vergennes and practically 
everybody else sight, the advantage the Franco- 
American Alliance. doing may said, some 
respects, have laid the bases all future American 
international policy. 


member the Virginia legislature from 1776 1779 
led the fight for the liberalizing the constitution 
his state, thus anticipating and adumbrating the pattern 
government applied later continental scale. 
His Statute for Religious Toleration and his plan edu- 
cation, despite their defects, were noble affirmations 
transcendent human values. noted, fairness 
its author, that this Statute, later incorporated the 
Constitution the United States, has been one 
chief naural causes the flourishing the Catholic 
Church this country. 


played these diversified and monotonous parts, 
was the same time man, with man’s strong 
feelings, deep joys and sorrows, virtues and faults. 
had his early romances, one which was honest 
enough regret having been “incorrect”—an infatua- 
tion with the young wife one his friends. Mr. 
Bowers, not being muckraking historian, does not make 
much this incident did the Federalists during 
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their fight against the embargo. 1772 married the 
young widow Martha Wyles Skelton. was love- 
match, saddened the early death Martha, whom 
never forgot, and whose daughters cherished with 
the tenderest fatherly affection. 


There interest for the Catholic reader the fact 
that Martha, the elder child, towards the end her 
stay the convent school Paris, had momentary 
desire becoming nun. Her father’s opposition the 
project, Mr. Bowers plausibly argues, was not based 
any feelings religious bigotry. simply felt that 
his daughter was too young have considered the matter 
cordial interview with the Mother 
Abbess (for whom Jefferson had the deepest respect) 
was decided that Martha’s doubtful religious vocation 
should tested her immediate immersion, under her 
father’s careful supervision, Parisian society. The young 
lady did not become nun. 


Mr. Bowers’ interpretation Jefferson that Jeffer- 
sonian liberal. believes, with Lincoln, that the prin- 
ciples Jefferson are “the definitions and axioms 
free accepts and eulogizes Jefferson’s philoso- 
views education, and his theories religion. feels 
that the and gracious and hard- 
thinking gentleman represent the essence 
the American Mr. James Truslow Adams 
more the Dream. 


the ungrateful task Catholic critic point 
out the grave deficiencies Jeffersonian thought. The 
great Virginian was, the field religion and ethics, 
latitudinarian the spirit the eighteenth century 
Enlightenment. his liberalism did not far 
the chief spokesmen that tradition, but reflects, 
more moderate form, the same naturalistic and anti- 
authoritarian attitude towards the question man’s 
relations with God. denied the supernatural char- 
acter Christian Revelation. regarded invalid all 
claims institutional religion. was thorough-going 
anti-traditionalist. upheld the principle complete 
separation religious and moral education. demand- 
unreasonable degree autonomy for the human 
mind its search for truth regarding the deepest prob- 
lems human existence. 


Withal, spoke accents great many 
noble and necessary truths. the greatest all his 
pronouncements, stressed the fact—ignored Paine— 
that the source man’s inalienable rights his Creator. 
his Statute for Religious Freedom expressed for all 
time the distinctively American reverence for the con- 
science the humblest and least citizen—in which cate- 
gory, that period, were most the Catholics. Even 
while eulogized the freedom the individual, de- 
fined wisely its limits human society. His doctrine 
“natural aristocracy” was urgently-needed antidote 
the extreme equalitarianism Godwin and Paine, 
well retort the opposite exaggeration John 
Adams. his thinking was frequently mistaken, 
but was never small mean. There was largeness 
the man, even, may say so, his errors; for 
have always the feeling that would have conceded, 
better instruction, that they were such. 


Mature readers will find this book engrossing and real 
aid more sympathetic understanding Jefferson. 


Best SELLERS 


will profitably read college students previously 
instructed the truths which, unhappily, this great and 
sincere American did not perceive. 
Durkin, 
Georgetown University 


Book the Month Club---April Selection 


Lehmann, Rosamond. The Ballad and the Source. Rey- 
nal Hitchcock. Apr. 1945. 312p. $2.75. 


This, the author’s fifth novel, the fourth chosen 
book club selection. The Ballad and the Source has 
been selected the choice the Book the Month Club. 


story which young fourteen-year-old girl con- 
cerns herself with finding out the truth about the gracious 
and gentle Mrs. Jardine, who old enough her 
grandmother, who had, fact, been close friend her 
grandmother. Rebecca had been captivated the ro- 
mantic atmosphere that surrounded the elderly woman 
and looked forward with anticipation each visit her 
garden. Supposedly, Rebecca sought the companionship 
Mrs. Jardine’s grandchildren, but actually, the grand- 
children were just another source information about 
the woman’s mysterious past. Rebecca persisted her 
subtle probing until the whole story had been disclosed 
with its inevitable refrain. 


There little melody the ballad its source. Mrs. 
Jardine had deserted her first husband, Charles Herbert, 
and her baby daughter seek romance, defiance 
conventions. After she had had her fling, she tried 
claim her daughter, even attempting against the opposi- 
tion her husband kidnap the child, but unsuccess- 
fully. her old age, looking back over her own life, its 
succession romances, and the unhappy consequences 
the life her daughter, who turn had deserted her 
husband and three children, Mrs. Jardine still blamed the 
sanctimonious Mr. Herbert for the tragic turn events. 
She baffled, too, the hatred and distrust her eldest 


grandchild, Maisie, who traces the blame its source. 


Mrs. Jardine constant her reassurance that she not 
afraid face the truth. But the only truth she faces 
the justification her own conduct. Religion outside 
her experience; she does not believe God; she does not 
know Him; but she protests her tolerance religion, and 
recalls one magnanimous instance when she allowed the 
village priest offer prayer over the grave her grand- 
daughter. order so, she had convince 
Jardine, who detested “R. C.’s”, that must share with 
her the responsibility practicing deception (p. 207). 
However, she found hard even tolerate the religious 
inclinations Charles Herbert, and directed many con- 
temptuous slurs toward religion and sanctity. 


Mrs. Jardine convinced Rebecca her belief her own 
self-righteousness. From the servant, Tilly, from the grand- 
daughter, Maisie, the other side the story learned. 
The refrain taken the reappearance Mrs. Jar- 
dines’ daughter, insane and search the little girl who 
had died. Her story ends suicide. Mrs. Jardine remains 
the scene, complacent and graciously charming, jeal- 
ously guarding the admiration which she thrived, ruth- 
less her treatment anyone who intruded. 


The author has art for creating atmosphere. Her story 
suffers drawn out length. And the character, 
Rebecca, unbelievably mature her perception inci- 
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dents only vaguely suggested and well beyond her range 
experience. Unbelievable, too, the ease with which 
she gains the intimate confidence her elders. 

The story not recommended any but the mature 
reader. 


Literary Guild---April Selection 
Irwin, Margaret. Young Bess. Harcourt, Brace. Mar. 22, 


$2.50. 

This attempt, thin, stilted, and generally lifeless, 
imagine what Elizabeth Tudor was like person, while 
she was advancing into her teens during the last years 
Henry VIII’s reign and the brief confusion which marked 
that her half-brother, Edward VI. According the 
author, young Elizabeth wanted three things: beauty, love 
and power. After she saw through flattery and her own 
mirror, she gave the pursuit the first. When she 
had withstood and then surrendered the passion 
Thomas Seymour, Admiral the Fleet, her guardian and 
the husband Henry’s last wife, she gave all interest 
the second. plainness was deliberate gesture 
against love: what she had experienced once, she would 
forego forever. all very, very noble. The novelist 
(although hardly accurate use this term) has used 
one the mysteries surrounding the early years the 
queen which claims that she had affair with Seymour, 
bore him child out wedlock which was immediately 
slain. What there plot concerns this passion, and the 
political quarrel between Thomas and his brother Edward, 
the Lord Protector. Edward Seymour ordered the execu- 
tion Elizabeth’s lover partly crush public whispering 
and partly because alliance against him would shake 
his own control the realm. Elizabeth watched this 
juggling national interests, she came the conclusion 
that she would make better queen than the gauche, 
simple, overly-religious Mary, the youthful, naive Lady 
Jane Grey. The story ends Elizabeth’s determination 
watch and wait, and gives rise the fear that there 
will sequel. 

The story stands still throughout; the characters generally 
lack all dimension; there attempt contemporary 
the extremes blasphemy; the dimmest outlines 
history are employed. Nowhere does the author reveal 
the largeness the currents Tudor thought. The book 
remains incompetent and dull extreme. 


Frost, Robert. Masque Reason. Holt. Mar. 1945. 
23p. $2.00. 

The position the child the Anderson tale “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes” one that every now and then 
confronts reviewer, the position must adopt 
is, like the child, honest. This such occasion 
for me. Here Robert Frost, venerable, certainly one 
our finest poets, man known for homely wisdom, writing 
playful philosophical conversation which join God, 
the devil, Job, and Job’s wife. find myself more afraid 
belittle Frost than Frost seems belittle God! 
Trembling, read the words the blurb: “With each 
rereading the total import deepens and widens, for this 
extraordinary poem constitutes still further range the 
power, the imagination, and the technique Robert 
Frost.” Can wrong? For the total import deep 
enough and wide enough, all conscience—it blank 
abyss nothingness. 


The matter which Job and his wife discuss with God 
the problem suffering; the question why 
Job had suffer much. God answers several ques- 
tions, some sensibly and some frivolously, 
evades others. Job’s wife contributes some the most 
illuminating remarks the subject. But the upshot 
the discussion the flat failure all three, well 
most diaphanous and shy devil, answer the basic ques- 
tion. Perhaps the closest God comes valid answer 
this: 

The discipline man needed most 

Was learn his submission unreason: 

And that for man’s own sake well mine, 

find hard take his orders 

From his inferiors intelligence 

peace and war—especially war. 


The final scene Job’s wife arranging God, Job, and the 
devil pose for snapshot. 


The whole artificial, amusing, frivolous, done with skill 
and urbanity. Line after line, strangely, would serve aptly 
criticism the whole affair; such as: 

This polite society you’re 

Where good and bad are mingled everywhichway, 

And ears are lent any sophistry 

Just nothing mattered but our manners. 
or: 

will talking anyway 

And may well throw little sense. 
or, finally: 

The chances are when there’s much pretense 

metaphysical profundity 

The obscurity’s fraud cover nothing. 

come think so-called hidden value’s 

Worth going after. Get down into things 

will found there’s more given there 

Than the surface. 


appears that this masque celebrating his own 
seventieth birthday Frost has given himself the birthday 
present representing God unable answer ques- 
tion Frost himself can’t answer. There seems little harm 
that not taken seriously, and don’t believe Frost 
himself takes seriously. seems reason, how- 
ever, recommend the book except those who wish 
have rounded possible Robert Frost. 
Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


Forman, Harrison. Report from Red China. Henry Holt 
and Company, Inc. March 1945. 238p. $3.00. 


Harrison Forman’s book, Report from Red China, quite 
well written from journalistic point view. However, 
appears rather partial, for tends discredit 
whatever the Kuomintang has done may and 
give credit whatever the Communists have done 
intend do. seems that Mr. Forman’s unfavor- 
able attitude towards the Chinese Government the 
result the sometimes unnecessary censorship, imposed 
the Chinese Government upon the dispatches sent out 
from Chungking. 


regard the criticism the need for improvement 
the practices some the agencies within the large 
framework the Chinese Government, the reviewer 
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Baker Best SELLERS 


wishes state that the Chinese Government has con- 
stantly striven eliminate inefficiency and corruption. 
bear out this point, several large agencies and com- 
mittees were recently done away with because their 
inefficiency. 


Mr. Forman, well many American newspapermen, 
inclined think that Chinese Communists are not the 
same the Communists other countries and that there 
agrarian reform. This, unfortunately, 
observation. The Communists China believe Com- 
munism, much Communists other countries. 
However, their methods may different from those 
other Communists other countries. Even Mr. Forman, 
himself, stated that “there are those the Kungchantang 
(The Chinese Communist Party) who still hope for 
form Communism the future China. One them 
Chou En-lai, Secretary-General for the Kungchantang, 
who stands next Mao Tze-tung himself 
and influence.” 


Mr. Chou said that their ultimate ideal “is the socialist 
collectivism Communism—which, however, don’t 
believe can achieved China for long, long time 
come. China’s development will not proceed along 
the same lines Soviet Russia’s. There will stages. 
For example, the basis individual production 
have adopted the mutual help labor-exchange method, 
rather than immediate and drastic establishing col- 
lectivism. Second, from the principle private ownership 
hope move the nationalization big enterprises 
systems, banks, war industries. Third, 
shall progress from the reduction rents and interest 
the stage land owned the tillers, and eventually 
state ownership nationalization the land. Fourth, 
the basis equal suffrage for all social classes, shall 
enable the majority—the laboring classes—to obtain the 
privilege suffrage.” (p. 180). 


The reviewer wishes that Mr. Forman had seen the 
Chinese Soviets established Kwangtung and Kiangsi 
Provinces from 1927 1936. had, would know 
that the Soviet set China the time, the reviewer 
has seen them, followed the same pattern the Soviets 
Russia, although there were some degrees variance. 


The author Report from Red China seems think 
that there freedom the areas under the control 
the Chinese National Government. think that 
has overlooked the fact that Chungking, the war-time 
capital China, The New China Daily, which the 
mouthpiece the Chinese Communist Party, allowed 
exist and circulate freely all parts China now 
under the control the Chinese National Government. 
the other hand, the Kuomintang paper papers are 
not and cannot published Yenan, the headquarters 
the Chinese Communists. Moreover, the reviewer 
believes that those Chinese who are directly responsible 
for overseas publicity should responsible also for their 
inability present the Communist situation China. 
Furthermore, they should especially responsible for the 
manner which they deal with the foreign newspaper- 
men who may visit the Chinese Communist area. 


Pan Chao-ying, 
Vice-Director, Institute Chinese Culture, 


Washington 


Baker, Ray Stannard. American Chronicle. 
Mar. 1945. $3.50. 


addition being Baker’s autobiography covering the 
period from 1892, when became newspaper reporter 
Chicago, until about 1939, when the eighth and final 
volume Woodrow Wilson: Life and Letters was finished, 
this work running commentary recent American 
history. Actually, the main narrative ends about 1924, 


with the death Wilson. 


Since Baker knew practically everyone any importance 
the political and economic life America the first 
quarter the twentieth century, the book much more 
than personal was one the group 
stigmatized “muckrakers” Theodore Roosevelt 
April, 1906. Carefully prepared research articles pro- 
duced members the group had been appearing 
McClure’s Magazine. The author’s account his work 
this earlier decade with Lincoln Steffens, Ida Tarbell, 
Frank Morris, Stephen Crane and other members the 
staff very helpful gaining understanding their 
mutual objectives. 


One peculiarity the period will stand out and give 
air unreality. The reformers ardently believed 
what they were doing. They believed that reform was 
possible business, government, life generally, and 
they further believed that the people the nation were 


sufficiently interested the proposed changes 


demand that such improvements made. America 
the first decade this century had far greater faith 
her ability bring about good government than she has 
today. Then, too, evident that many these re- 
formers had great faith our leaders, especially our 
political leaders. Baker had such faith for time 
Theodore Roosevelt, but when the latter turned the 
reformers and referred them “muckrakers” was 
clear Baker and others that not too much confidence 
could put the stability Roosevelt. Baker observed, 
appraisal: “As is, the years his presidency present 
few remembered greatnesses, save his own astonishing 
personality. left little vision creative states- 
manship his successors. Young men... will not look 
back him for inspiration Thomas Jefferson, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson.” (p. 206). 


With the last mentioned president, Baker could find little 
fault. Through all the vicissitudes later 
years, Baker remained loyal him, and finally was em- 
powered Wilson write the latter’s definitive biogra- 
phy. The ties between the two men were never especially 
close, least not close those between House 
and Wilson. Possibly that why there was 
Baker never made any demands upon Wilson; was 
never suspected Wilson having any sinister motives. 
Moreover, Baker seemed able remain friendly terms 
with the second Mrs. Wilson, and that was very im- 
portant. 

many readers, the section relating the Treaty 
Versailles will especially interesting, because history 
now seems the verge repeating itself. Detailed 
accounts are given conversations with Wilson Paris. 
substance, Baker maintains that Wilson was utterly 
sincere making the peace; that the greedy bargaining 
that was going was responsible for delays, but Wilson 
was afraid give expression that fact; that Wilson 
realized had made improper concessions Japan and 
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Italy, concessions which could somewhat justified 
only maintaining that the League would later rectify 
any serious mistakes. This course new point 
view, but the conversations held these matters are 
very interesting. Baker summarized it, the argument 
was follows: also arguing that would have been 
far worse Wilson and the Americans had not been 
there. (This was written shortly after the treaty had 
been completed Paris.) now fight the Treaty 
and defeat the League, unsatisfactory both may be, 
what the alternative? What but present anarchy, and 
another world war soon the nations can get ready 
for it” (p. prophet, Baker possessed marked 
abilities, would seem. 


Although Baker carefully examined the five tons docu- 
ments and letters left Wilson, maintains that the 
material revealed contradictory promises; nothing had 
concealed because publication might reflect 
upon Wilson. For keen appraisal the national scene 
since 1900, and for interesting evaluation the Paris 
Peace Conference 1919, this book can recommended 
all classes readers. Few who start will fail 
finish it. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Sylvester, Harry. Dayspring. Appleton-Century. Mar. 


30, 1945. 294p. $2.75. 


Many works since Francis Thompson’s Hound Heaven 
have taken their theme God’s pursuit human soul. 
Like The Labyrinthine Ways, Dayspring another power- 
fully and “realistically” written novel dealing with 
“tokens faint and broken superintending design,” 
which ultimately are recognized divine and lead 
membership the Catholic Church. 


When anthropologist Spencer Bain went New Mexico 
study the strange sect the Penitentes his technique 
was work “under field conditions,” approximating 
closely possible the life the Spanish-speaking, Cath- 
olic natives. The village Terra-Luz, near which Spence 
made his abode, was also popular resort for East- 
erners: artists search native color, and women who 
wanted with the artists with anyone who would 
excite their jaded sensual appetites. 


Early the story Spence realized that the attainment 
his objective, the full the Penitentes, 
would achieved only through formal membership 
the Church and, matter convenience, was bap- 
ttized. anticipated, became more acceptable, gradu- 
ally learning the practices the Brothers Light and 
ultimately even being allowed participate the Good 
Friday service the one who pulled the “cart death.” 


During this ordeal suffering Spence had what “might 
have been called vision for lack better name” 
(p. 228) which the dominant vices his friends among 
the onlookers the Penitential pilgrimage became ap- 
parent. “For all them, for himself, was suddenly 
possible for Bain believe that was doing penance.” 
From that moment Spence believed the Church. But 
just Peter the Apostle believed until the time the 
trial when was accused follower Christ, too 
Bain, within few days his vision, made renunciation 
his affiliation when was offered the position 


Sylvester Lattimore 


department head his university provided were not 
Catholic. Just before left take his new post, 
Mexican colleague and devout Catholic, 
arrived. presence, his attitude, his prayers, worked 
Bain final conversion. 

While Bain’s anthropological interest the Penitentes 
forms the connective tissue Dayspring, there great 
deal concern with things sexual, mostly abnormal 
and immoral aspects: Spence’s adultery; his relationships 
with his wife, implying their continued use contracep- 
tives; the prurience four women headed the detest- 
able Mrs. Martha Senton (cf. especially the scene 
disgusting lying, 255-6); the abnormal relationship 
Mr. and Mrs. Kendal; the countless “stream conscious- 
ness” expressions Spence’s thoughts which revolve 
around sex suggestions, half-explained his absence 
from his wife. Some Spence’s thoughts are sin and 
temptation and grace; often these are fine and reminiscent 
passages from Screwtape Letters. 


summary, Dayspring novel depicting the workings 
temptation and grace man, showing the alternate 
periods belief and revocation. Its language and choice 
scene are most “realistic” and often suggestive that its 
reading should limited the most mature adults. 
manner treatment and theme closely allied 
The Labyrinthine Ways without having the unified, simple 
power that masterpiece which, too, not consider 
suitable for any but the mature. 


Lattimore, Owen. Solution Asia. Little, Brown and 


Company. Feb. 21, 1945. 207p. $2.00. 


The reviewer has known Dr. Lattimore for many years, 
and has always held Dr. Lattimore’s knowledge and 
interpretation Far Eastern problems the highest 
esteem.! 

Unlike many Occidental authors writing Far Eastern 
subjects, Dr. Owen Lattimore has the advantage speak- 
ing Chinese and speaking well. During the time 
was political advisor Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
had access many channels valuable information 
concerning China. His book, Solution Asia, is, 
presume, based upon his personal observations made 
China, well America. 


his book emphasizes the importance Asia war 
and politics. quite right stressing this import- 
ance for the formulation United States’ policies, 
has pointed out, the policy makers have had 
European problems constantly mind. points out 
the neutrality acts outstanding examples. 


Dr. Lattimore’s evaluation Japan and the Japanese 
problem is, sorry say, not able his interpre- 
tation China. This natural, due the fact that 
has been China much longer than was Japan. 


The reviewer agrees with Dr. Lattimore that China, being 
the largest free country Asia, destined play key 
role Asia’s future. similarly true that the 
Asiatic problems are not solved properly, will diffi- 
cult maintain peace the Far unfortunately, 
the Far East cannot stabilized, other parts the entire 
world will automatically affected. 


Dr. Pan Chao-ying’s forth-coming book, China Fights On, Dr. 
Lattimore has written Introduction. 
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Tucker Crabb 


the Chinese Revolution and Chinese politics, the 
author inclined present fair account. However, the 
reviewer does not agree with Dr. Lattimore, when 
states that the Kuomintang has been weakened 
the trend toward landlord domination during the war 
years, because the landlord interest will instinctively move 
toward control the peasants, not toward allowing them 
political representation, when Occupied China liberated 
from the Japanese.” (p. 110). 


Furthermore, the reviewer differs with Dr. Lattimore’s 
statement: “China’s prestige was its highest from the 
end 1938, when the loss Hankow and Canton failed 
break Chinese resistance, the end 
(p. 111), because from 1938 the end 1941 (that is, 
before the attack Pearl Harbor) China’s position the 
world was not too highly esteemed. The reviewer recalls 
that Europe, well America, before the attack 
Pearl Harbor, many people were inclined refrain 
from antagonizing Japan. China’s prestige, therefore, 
seemed reach its highest point right after the attack 
Pearl Harbor, through the signing the declaration 
the United Nations January, 1942, the abolishment 
extra-territoriality the United States and Great 
Britain January, 1943. 


Dr. Owen Lattimore correct stating that Generalis- 
simo Chiang Kai-shek still the most popular figure 
China; public election were take place, there 
doubt that Chiang would elected President. 
should also borne mind that the National Assembly 
(sometimes called the People’s Congress) China will 
convene November 12, 1945. the conclusion 
this Congress the Chinese Government will 
constitutional basis, moving forward towards real democ- 
racy. 


the question concerning the Dutch East Indies, the 
Philippine Islands, Korea, and other parts Asia, the 
reviewer substantiates the viewpoint Dr. Lattimore. 
agrees that the American policy should re-exam- 
ined and revised, for the old attitude would not very 
suitable the new environment post-war Asia. 

Pan Chao-ying, Ph. D., 

Vice-Director, Institute Chinese Culture, 


Washington 


Tucker, Sophie. Some These Days. Doubleday, Doran. 
Mar. 22, 1945. 309p. $2.50. 


The autobiography Sophie Tucker blandly egotisti- 
cal, more than little vulgar, badly written description 
what she pleased call “the success story the last 
the red hot 


Born Russia poor but ambitious parents, Miss Tucker 
was brought America the age three months. The 
family settled Hartford, Connecticut, where her father 
conducted restaurant for the benefit the waterfront 
trade. Later on, when Sophie was not going school 
drying the dishes the restaurant kitchen, she was sing- 
ing “Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nellie” “On Sunday 
Afternoon” for the entertainment the customers. Busi- 
ness improved under this procedure, seems. 


Never one underestimate her possibilities, Sophie soon 
started into “show business” where she climbed steadily 
from obscurity fame the country’s most renowned 


Best SELLERS 


shouter hot Most the book given over de- 
tailed accounts her travels and down the breadth 
the land, well her. European tour: the road shows 
the Keith and Pantages’ circuits, the triumphs the 
Palace, and always her meetings with the great and near 
great. much about “the big time”, “big 
“the top”, etc. fact, one can almost take the measure 
the book the way Sophie rejoices when she has really 
reached the top: her exhiliration over the fact that she 
can defy any manager the country who objects her 
bawdy songs off-color jokes, and get her own way. 


Undoubtedly Miss Tucker has generous personality (she 
must have inherited many fine traits from her mother, 
who emerges from the pages splendid Jewish woman 
inbred distinction) but the blasphemies, profanity, and 
vulgarisms that penetrate the entire work make this 
cheap little book ignored all who value their time. 


Crabb, Alfred Breakfast the Hermitage. Bobbs. 
Mar. 15, 1945. 312p. $2.75. 


This the third series novels laid Nashville and 
dealing with the life that city from the end the Civil 
War until the end the 19th Century. The trilogy deals 
with the recovery these people from the effects the 


Civil War and the three stories are built about 


famous houses—Belmont, the Maxwell House and the 
Hermitage which President Andrew Jackson had built for 
his wife Rachel. Nashville, recaptured its citizens 
after the carpetbagger era, entered upon period ma- 
terial prosperity but saw its famous homes and landmarks 
moulder since few efforts were made save the beauty 
and culture that had developed that region before the 
Civil War. Around three breakfasts the Hermitage 
Dr. Crabb builds story the renaissance Nashville 
through the efforts its old-line citizens. Into this story 
weaves the quiet romance Hunt Justice and Neely 
Barrow Roane. 


When Courtney Justice, the backsliding backcountry car- 
penter brought his wife Lizzie and their son Hunt Nash- 
ville the town was the throes residential building 
boom. But the houses were ugly. For the sake easy 
profits and with the connivance venal officials these 
houses were jerry built and their ugliness definitely marred 
the quiet and restful beauty the town. Court went 
work for Crayton and participated the building 
these monstrosities. But Hunt had absorbing passion 
for beautiful houses and his mother was determined 
further his dreams every way. When Hunt prevented 
his father from doing shoddy repair job the home 
Mrs. Polk attracted that lady’s attention himself and 
automatically gained entree the best people Nashville 
over whom she presided. concert with Eugene Lewis 
she furnished the money provide for his future educa- 
tion. While Hunt completing his local schooling Lewis 
and the other original inhabitants are setting into motion 
their plans for restoring Nashville. They find hard work 
but perseverance finally leads success. Hunt has fallen 
love with Neely Barrow but has postponed any plans 
until can attain some success. His career architec- 
tural school brilliant and returns help with the 
Tennessee Centennial Exposition 
glories are the culminating point the campaign 
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restoration. There marries Neely and their wedding 
breakfast the third the series the Hermitage. 


Dr. Crabb has written another excellent book. Although 
characteristics that genre. However quietly ab- 
sorbing and gently moving story which well written and 
completely readable. spite the presence Mrs. 
Polk, the driver and many other characters from the 
earlier books Breakfast the Hermitage complete 
story itself. Lizzie Courtney the author has done 
fine piece characterization. spite few incidents 
moral blackmail the book suitable for all and can 
well recommended. 


Yellow Magic. The Story Penicillin. 
Mar. 14, 1945. 173p. $2.00. 


The field chemotherapeutics furnishing some the 
most sensational developments modern 
search and the same time offering one the strongest 
hopes for the deliverance the human race from the fear 
some infectious diseases. the lips all men today 
one magic word—penicillin. but fitting then that 
the general public should told the story the develop- 
ment and use this marvellous drug not only give 
them understanding its possibilities but acquaint 
them with its limitations and avoid the arousing 
false hopes and unfounded expectations. addition the 
true story penicillin would value combatting 
the effects journalistic sensationalism and quack adver- 
tising which lead overoptimism and dangerous self- 
medication. Somewhat along these lines Mr. Ratcliff has 
attempted give the story penicillin, one the most 
potent anti-biotics ever known. 


Ratcliff, 
Random House. 


The story penicillin the story accidental dis- 
covery whose development was accelerated through mass 
research due the practical necessities war medicine. 
Although Fleming had published the first observations 
its anti-bacterial activity 1929 and Florey, Chain al. 
had begun their reinvestigations 1938 was not until 
the early 40’s that global intercooperation and mass produc- 
tion research made sufficient penicillin available for clini- 
cal testing and then for use. was not the first the 
anti-biotics gramicidin for example had been known 
earlier and there are host others yet not fully tested 
—but its unique properties together with the necessities 
war gave start over all the others. Penicillin 
non-toxic the human organism and deals with host 
microbic organisms invulnerable other known drugs. 
Best all makes short work the sulfa-resistant or- 
ganisms. 


But penicillin was difficult produce; had never been 
thoroughly tested under clinical conditions. Methods had 
devised obtain potent form, large quan- 
tities and then store under sterile conditions such 
way that would not deteriorate during shipment 
all parts the world. Overcoming these difficulties was 
the task the American pharmaceutical industry and 
their success was materially assisted other American 
chemical companies. Mr. Ratcliff tells this exciting story 
well. The job clinical testing fell Doctor Chester 
Keefer Boston and his was the difficult task parcel- 
ling out the small available supply penicillin only 
those cases which valuable knowledge could ob- 


Ratcliff Shay 


tained. result the program which headed, to- 
gether with the results obtained scientists throughout 
the world, know today that penicillin effective 
against the gram positive cocci well several other 
groups such the organisms causing gas gangrene, wher- 
ever the infection may occur. Not only the specific 
diseases such pneumonia, meningitis (meningococcus) 
and gonorrhea but also generalized infections such mas- 
sive bacteremias and empyemas are dealt with effectively. 
Burns, skin infections and war wounds are especially sus- 
ceptible its action. But must emphasized that 
there are organisms upon which penicillin seems have 
little effect and infection these organisms, wher- 
ever occurs, cannot benefitted penicillin. One 
major disease which penicillin has yielded almost un- 
believable results bacterial endocarditis. The speed 
with which penicillin can sterilize infections remarkable. 
Even the organism syphilis seemingly susceptible 
the action penicillin but still too early make 
positive statements. Penicillin not cure-all and the 
possibility the development resistance it, the 
case the sulfa drugs, must still borne mind. Much 
more information needs collected the mode 
action, synthesis and other problems before penicillin re- 
search can considered closed book. 


The value the present book lies giving fairly com- 
prehensive and easily understandable story penicillin 
the layman. most works this kind the author 
obviously writing down what considers the level 
his readers. This leads him indulge the dangerous 
practice oversimplification. This added the usual 
sensationalism will all probability, the past, pro- 
duce distorted attitudes and unfounded expectations 
the layman. Although his facts general are correct 
some his statistics might not represent the whole truth. 
shows completely Kruifian overoptimism with 
regard the possible elimination venereal diseases. 
Because this overemphasis the ease with which 
venereal diseases may cured the book should re- 


stricted adults. 


Shay, Edith and Katharine Smith. The Private Adven- 
ture Captain Shaw. Houghton. Feb. 21, 1945. 255p. 
$2.50. 

Once upon time sailors were notorious for having girl 
every port but even those days captains had 
somewhat more parsimonious and find Philander 
Shaw, otherwise straitlaced and God-fearing, torn between 
two girls, one America and one Europe, the one his 
childhood sweetheart, the other bewitching flame the 
moment even though Philander was deceived into think- 
ing her life companion. Captain Shaw had his 
private adventure France but after nearly wrecking his 
bark the rocks romantic passion managed recover 
and steer safely into the calm waters happier life. 


Twas the 1790’s and young America was stretching her 
muscles especially the seafaring ones and find 
Philander Shaw captain twenty-two, young, confident, 
steady, the symbol the canny trading Yankee skipper 
who was later famous the development mari- 
time commerce. Philander had been Cape Cod reared 
(and that was strict upbringing, his capable widowed 
mother Keziah) and, though loved the sea and com- 
merce, thoughts duty held him bound family obliga- 
tions. thought spend some time sea but only 
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obtain the means whereby work the family farm 
its proper development. had deep affection for 
Tamaris Purdy, the quietly inhibited daughter the local 
evangelist and the companion his childhood. the 
story opens had returned from successful voyage 
with the permission his owners for long leave ashore. 
This meant employ wedding Tamaris and setting 
both farm and family rights. But when was offered 
sudden commission take ship Spain took 
with Tamaris’s consent and postponed all his plans. 


Philander crosses the ocean safely only intercepted 
French frigate which confiscates his vessel and takes 
them both Brest. There after some negotiation Phil- 
ander secures the release his ship and the promise 
payment for her cargo. But cannot collect save 
Paris and journeys that unhappy city now the 
first throes the terror. the way meets and saves 
Cap’n Shubael Nickerson, elderly Cape Cod mariner 
note and mighty wrestler the Lord, from brigands. 
Shubael had been returing from Paris where had ac- 
complished similar mission but out gratitude accom- 
panied Philander help him. Paris Philander seeks 
the proper bureaus but put off. then turns Tom 
Paine for assistance but the moderates had lost control 
the Revolution had Paine’s influence waned and 
could nothing. The young and beautiful Lucille 
Montagne, whom Philander meets Paine’s, advises him 
appeal directly Robespierre. does and the matter 
expedited, well expedited that Philander collects due 
bills Hamburg banks for 400% profit. sends the 
ship home remaining himself collect the bills when 
they fall due. 


Young, lively, observant and idle Philander soon falls 
under the twin spells Paris and Lucille. first sym- 
pathetic the Revolution comes hate the Terror 
but finds possible live charming Paris coming 
but seldom into contact with the pitiful evidences the 
vast upheaval going about him. first and Lucille 
are merely exhilarating companions but soon passion 
springs between them and they drink their fill its 
pleasures, living together for several weeks. Philander 
mistakes for love and writes Tamaris break their 
engagement. aristocrat Lucille danger and 
when the police seek her Philander has her spirited out 
town return with Captain Nickerson America. 
Philander then buys small ship for himself ad- 
miralty auction and, after collecting his money Ham- 
burg stocked the ship with luxury goods and completed 
safely perilous winter voyage America. There 
learned that Lucille had remained France marry 
politician who could save her brother from execution. 
heartbroken and returns home only find Tamaris 
departed live with aunt after the death her father. 
now too unsettled, too chaotic spirit settle 
down the farm and welcomes the opportunity leave 
when Shubael Nickerson marries Keziah and assumes the 
family obligations. partnership with the retired Cap- 
tain Horn, Philander buys large ship and scores further 
commercial successes. But his heart empty and 
resolves visit Tamaris. She now more matured 
and developed young lady and his love revived. 
sure cannot win her the face her new poise and 
her desirable suitors and acts churlishly toward her. 
But the two are reunited and face hopeful life the 
story ends. 


Best SELLERS 


Essentially this romance adventure story and such 
has little more than entertainment value although there 
slight historical background. The book full 
atmosphere both Cape Code and Parisian but that at- 
mosphere times very superficial. The characteriza- 
tions are mainly stock save the case Philander who 
choice combination naivete and canniness. 
falls out character badly however expressing little 
grief, remorse contrition over the sin has committed 
with Lucille. There are several objectionable statements 
the book but they are minor nature and are inter- 
jected part the characterization. Thus, character, 
Philander considers Catholicity false religion (p. 
150), makes observation himself the notoriously 
loose lives nuns Paris (p. 180) and expresses doubt 
that serving God was all that God wanted man 
this life (p. 228). Otherwise the book seems suitable 
for adults but there reason recommend any 


great extent. 


Breger, Lt. Dave. Joe. Garden City. Mar. 1945. 
pag. $1.00. 


Lieutenant Dave Breger famous among Americans for 
his cartoons the military life our citizen army. 
Joe collection some those earlier cartoons 
published the pages Yank and The Stars and 
Stripes. “G. Joe” and “Private Breger” are the same 
character under different names. The former longer 
published but the latter still flourishes. Breger fans will 
welcome and appreciate this collection which seems 
have had little civilian circulation. Subjects the car- 
toons are the articles war and general orders, military 
courtesy, inspection, secret weapons, girl friends, the 
WAAC, camp shows, special service and many others 
familiar the life the ordinary serviceman. “G. 
Joe” the familiar military misfit whose doings, well in- 
tentioned though they are, only serve put him the 
wrong side all the rank the service but who never- 
theless continues his merry way confusing all the ac- 
cepted principles and practices military life and war. 
The risibility rating the book whole very high 
but since some the items are the vulgar side while 
others are somewhat suggestive seems suitable only for 
adults. 


Jewell, Lt. told Cecil Carnes. Secret Mis- 
sion Submarine. Ziff-Davis. Mar. 15, 1945. 159p. $2.00. 


This the “action report” Seraph the British 
submarine which, while Mediterranean duty, con- 
veyed General Mark Clark his famous mission which 
opened the way for the invasion North Africa and then 
helped General Henri Giraud escape from Vichy 
France. 


From Gibraltar the Seraph embarked Generals Clark and 
Lemnitzer, Colonels Holmes and Hamblen and Captain 
Wright the Navy together with three British 
Commando officers for mysterious mission along the 
coast They made their rendezvous safely and 
the Americans went ashore for that famous conference 
which they obtained data which materially assisted 
the invasion North Africa. After thrilling escape, in- 
cluding the famous incidents the traded trousers and 
the lost gold, the Seraph returned safely Gibraltar and 
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was immediately given the mission rescuing General 
Giraud. and submarine had masquerade 
American because minor prejudice General Giraud 
and they are still uncertain whether not they 
fooled the famous general. The story the general’s 
escape from Germany included together with the story 
other exciting missions the Seraph and her escapes 
from enemy action. The value submarines perform- 
ing secret missions which could performed other 
way stressed. 


Because occasional suggestiveness the conversation 
the book suitable mainly for college students and adult 
readers. 


Kent, Michael, pseud. The Bond Peace. Bruce. Feb. 
20, 1945. 185p. $2.00. 


The author presents apology for Christian unity 
basis for lasting peace. penetratingly analyzes 
the contemporary scene and ironically pin pricks the 
bubble global consciousness. categorizes the emanci- 
pation from creed and dogma the Protestants and from 
morality Freud disruptive forces which cannot 
overcome half truths and convenient evasions. There 
historical study the effect the Reformation pre- 
sented from Protestant historians sources. The con- 
clusion that the Reformation ended the religious unity 
Europe and brought its place separations and divi- 
sions making political unity, essential for permanent 
peace, impossibility. 


Hitler and Luther are paralleled their tenets and tech- 
niques. The creation new social order might left 
the hands statesmen and diplomats, but our only 
hope for peace the return united Christendom 
the Altar and the Cross. the battle the bulge 
checked excessive military optimism, this book will 
direct our minds not only sound principles upon which 
peace should based, but also the spiritual forces 
that are necessary make permanent. The work 
clear, simple, concrete handling some very important 
religious truths and historical facts. Though the appendix 
carries some references sources, comparison with the 
number quotations used these notes are inadequate. 


Miller, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Reik, Theodor. The Unknown Murderer. 
Apr. 1945. 260p. $3.00. 


Forester’s Payment Deferred, one the best 
examples the psychological thriller contemporary 
fiction, Mr. Marble, the seedy bank-clerk killer, arouses 
strong emotion the critical breast London librarian 
who disapproves his Public Library criminous researches. 
“For the omnivorous browser who reads all sorts things, 
had virulent hatred, suspecting him prurient 
desire lay hold those books which even Public 
Library has small extent, the gift some careless 
donor, (dangerously, his opinion) termed ‘classi- 
cal’.” Dr. Reik’s book belongs this tabu category estab- 
lished the healthy sane-mindedness Forester’s super- 
numerary; let those not psychiatrically initiate observe the 
old temple warning cry procul, off bounds. The 
admonition especially necessary view the dust 


Prentice-Hall. 


Kent Reik Morris 


jacket’s invitation the lay reader, with its alluring bait 
detective-story criticism dangled before his unwary eyes. 


But what Reik’s book valid addition criminology 
the part Viennese psychiatrist and disciple 
Freud? The present reviewer pretends particular 
competence psychiatric literature, but willing 
hazard callow guess that, even under this aspect, The 
Unknown Murderer better than fifty-fifty farrago 
shrewd insight into criminal psychology combined with 
equal blend criminal nonsense. Students Dos- 
toievski and Romains will approve sundry hints that 
might well apply Raskolnikov and Quinette; devotees 
John Dickson Carr will find that one chapter, 
plained Murder Uncanny”, goes far toward providing 
them with esthetic for their favorite. But, when Dr. 
Reik fails stick his last and turns from psychoanalysis 
jurisprudence and comparative religion, all lawyers and 
practicing Christians will alternate between contemptuous 
amusement and powerful desire place well-aimed 
kick the mathematical center his professorial coat- 
tails. 


The law may hass one Dickens’ characters 
succinctly remarked cool century before Dr. Reik’s 
elephantine animadversions the same effect, but 
such hass take his sentences the grumus 
merdae seriously. And when turns his pundit’s spec- 
tacles the proximate direction Catholicism’s sacra- 
mental mysteries, are almost irresistibly constrained 
think that, some unaccountable violation the laws 
casuality, Dr. Reik, like Macduff, was not born woman 
but begotten the nimble Gilbertian fancy Ches- 
terton contriving still another caricature psychiatrist 
for his Father Brown rogues’ gallery. Listen this pearl 
irrelevancy: 


can see that the oral ordeal met with nowadays 
half-savage peoples later and weakened develop- 
ment original, much cruder trial. Originally the 
suspect had really eat piece the murdered man’s 
body drink some his blood. Does not this 
remind the Christian Eucharist? 


Not all, Dr. Reik. Whatever your competence 
psychoanalyst, you know little religion and, sus- 
pect, not much more about anthropology. Eliot once 
assimilated Sir James Frazer’s and Jessie Weston’s dark 
surmises the truly religious profundities The Waste 
Land. But your lucubrations literally cry out for illustra- 
tions the New Yorker’s expert the humorous ma- 
cabre, Charles Adams, with serio-comic footnotes sup- 
plied the ineffable Perelman. for prospective pur- 
chasers three bucks throw addition the usual 
library sucker list—is there witch doctor the house? 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, Buffalo, 


Scientific Book Club---February Selection 


Morris, Pioneering the Helicopter. McGraw-Hill. 
Jan. 1945. $2.75. 


Pioneering the Helicopter written the test pilot who 
helped carry out the extensive tests required the 
development the Sikorsky version the helicopter. 
Although the book largely the story the labor, testing 
and planning which went into the evolution the 
and other prototypes the present day military 
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Sikorsky helicopter, also contains some indication the 
possible influence this aircraft future aviation 
progress. 

The author explains non-technical language that this 
somewhat unorthodox type aircraft with its power 
driven rotor has certain peculiar aerodynamic character- 
istics, chief which are its ability hover over fixed 
spot the earth and make vertical ascents. not 
confused with the autogyro which has non-powered 
rotor and can make vertical descents but which can not 
hover nor ascend vertically. 


The VS-300, now the Edison Institute Museum 
Dearborn, embodies some Sikorsky’s original ideas dat- 
ing back the beginning his aviation career Russia 
when envisioned the possibilities such craft. Early 
unsuccessful tests his ideas did not convince him the 
impossibility this aircraft and although turned his 
genius more conventional aircraft with well-known 
success never gave his dream building heli- 
copter. The real development this aircraft has taken 
place since 1938. not the first successful one its 
type but according the author far superior 
those developed elsewhere. 


Overenthusiastic advertising may have led some be- 
lieve that the helicopter the answer the dream 
all-purpose aircraft which will the market very 
soon after the war. However after reading Pioneering the 
Helicopter will realized that common with other 
aircraft has certain shortcomings. evident that yet 
the speed the helicopter not impressive; its present 
system control disconcertingly complex with its 
rudder, pitch lever, azimuth control and throttle all 
which have coordinated any flight maneuver; and 
finally the amount power needed two passenger 
helicopter, for example, relatively high—which means 
high cost. Personally the author “sold” the heli- 
copter and sees many specialized uses for the im- 
mediate post-war period. Although hopeful the 
future the helicopter hesitates predict when this 
type craft might put the market for the public. 


the non-airminded Pioneering the Helicopter may seem 
burdened with inconsequential details. However, the 
whole interesting and revealing account the 
rapid development the newest type aircraft which 
some day may commonplace. 


Joseph Harper, Ph. D., 


University Scranton 
Bonsal, Stephen. When the French Were Here: Nar- 


rative the Sojourn the French Forces America, and 
their Contribution the Yorktown Campaign. Double- 


day, Doran. Feb. 15, 1945. xix, 263p. $3.00. 


The French, with their fondness for décor, have clothed 
with romance and chivalry that routine incident power 
politics, the collaboration the armed forces Louis 
with the American Revolution. Indeed there was some- 
thing glamorous about the strange adventure. alliance 
between the oldest, most aristocratic monarchy Europe 
and the upstart American republicans was kind Gal- 
licanized version Arthur and the Round Table; not 
mention few anxious moments the campaign, when 
looked another Roland might winding his last 
horn. Then, too, the young French blades who landed 
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Newport their brilliant uniforms and red and white 
plumes did truth have trailing clouds chivalry about 
them. They even took time speak some very neat lines 
critical moments, as, for instance, Rochambeau the 
Royal Auvergne befort the attack the British redoubt 
Yorktown: “My children, have great need you to- 
night You will not forget the Regiment Auvergne, 
Auvergne sans téche—the spotless!” And they cried 
out, “We will fight like lions until the last man killed!” 
This certainly the Bayard touch, and was not 
isolated incident. Nor must forget that, after all, 
could not have won our independence without the help 
these somewhat flamboyant soldiers. 


brisk and pleasant little book, with here and there 
dash scholarship, Bonsal tells the story the cam- 
paign culminating Yorktown. dips into the pub- 
lished sources and few fresh ones—notably the Rocham- 
beau Portfolio the Library Congress, the Carton 
Rochambeau the National Archives France, and 
some unpublished 
ence—and produces entertaining, though not deeply 
nor solidly constructed work. should added that the 
latter type book would not have been half charming 
the petit-four the author has given us. 


have smooth-flowing and often tense narrative 
how the French troops made the long and dangerous 
Atlantic crossing transports some which were only 
“large sized sabots”. When the fleet dropped anchor off 
Point Judith, “hundreds soldiers were still sick and 
hundreds had died”. These latter, Blanchard tells 
his Journal, were “slipped out through the portholes 
night not depress their comrades” (p. 21). 


Bonsal remarks, Rochambeau’s instructions from 
Vergennes have considerable interest view the slight 
divergence opinion between General Pershing and the 
other Allied 1917-18: The General should 
always and all cases under the command General 
Washington The projects and plans for the campaign 
The French troops, being only auxiliaries, should yield 
precedence and the right the American troops.” 


Washington and the French commander seem have 
gotten along famously. The measure the two men, 
says the author, revealed the fact that “Rochambeau 
seemed delight the orders which received from 
the American leader who was his junior years, without 
his varied experience, and Washington could give his 
senior orders, and very firm orders they were, way 
that conveyed the impression was asking for advice” 
(p. 18). 

Bonsal’s evidence concerning the near-collapse the 
Continental Army 1780-81, and the uncertainty and 
confusion the part the combined General Staffs, con- 
firms the conclusion that the final American victory was 
very close call. Not unexpectedly, Washington emerges 
from this study figure consistently great moral stature. 
Our French allies, whether storming barricade York- 
town gracing ball were, the 
whole, credit their flag. Rochambeau, too, passes all 
tests adequately. 

speaking the negotiations which forged the Franco- 


American alliance, the author makes mention the 
two unofficial diplomats who, Burton Hendrick has 
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shown, were the real artificers the happy contract. The 
omission all the more regrettable, since Bonsal’s flair 
for the picturesque would have found welcome subjects 
the amazing Beaumarchais and cavalier Arthur Lee. 


Bonsal keenly aware the continuities history. 
While not record that Lord Cornwallis pronounced 
the affair Yorktown great step forward the evolu- 
tion British imperial policy, exaggeration say 
that was such. For, November 24, 1931, there issued 
from London decision high statesmanship unique, 
perhaps, the annals colonial administration,—the 
declaration that, “the Dominions were autonomous com- 
munities, that every self-governing member the British 
Commonwealth was master its destiny—subject 
more compulsion whatever”. The act was implementa- 
tion (somewhat late, true) the suggestion force- 
urged the Americans hundred and fifty years 
efore. 


Paraphrasing Chastellain’s introduction his 
“You will find, messieurs, the history slight but pleasing.” 
Durkin, 


Georgetown University 


Rogers, Rev. Patrick. Father Theobald Mathew, Apostle 
Temperance. Longmans. Feb. 1945. 166p. $2.50. 


1863 John Francis Maguire published London his 
Father Mathew which has ever since remained the stand- 
ard biography the great Irish advocate total absti- 
nece from alcoholic beverages. But Maguire’s book 
over-long for present-day readers (the American edition 
1864 runs 560 pages), and, besides, contains good 
many errors. Father Rogers, professor St. Mal- 
achy’s College, Belfast, has prepared the present volume 
(only little over one-third long Maguire’s work), 
which corrects the early biographer’s mistakes and presents 
the facts Father Mathew’s remarkable career with rela- 
tive brevity, yet sufficiently adequate detail. 


Theobald Mathew was born County Tipperary, Ireland, 
October 10, 1790, well-to-do Anglo-Irish family nearly 
allied blood and intermarriage with the powerful Butler 
connextion. Joining the Capuchin branch the Fran- 
ciscan Order, was ordained priest 1813, and, after 
short sojourn Kilkenny, was assigned Cork, which 
remained his official residence for the rest his life. 


For close years Father Mathew performed 
Cork the functions zealous parish priest, devoting 
himself especially the service the poor. Not only was 
untiring his spiritual ministrations them, but 
strove also various ways alleviate their poverty and 
bring them some measure education and industrial 
training. During the cholera epidemic 1832 especi- 
ally distinguished himself fearless constancy aiding 
its victims. 1822 had been elected Capuchin pro- 
vincial, office was hold for twenty-nine years. 
And the twenty-fifth anniversary his ordination ap- 
proached, seemed permanently settled his contented 
and useful way life. 


But early 1838 appeal was made Father Mathew, 
one the best known and most popular priests Cork, 
identify himself with the fight against intemperance— 
that intemperance which was, and long had been, the 
curse Ireland and which was, Dr. Rogers says, “part 


Rogers Plum 


the heritage left from the time persecution when the 
Catholic poor, deprived law the safeguards re- 
ligion, turned from the hardship their lives seek 
relief least forgetfulness strong Father 
Mathew determined answer the call, and April 10, 
1838, signed the roll-book the Cork Total Abstinence 
Society. 

From that moment, Maguire puts it, Father Mathew 
became public property. preached total abstinence all 
over Ireland (save few dioceses whose bishops failed 
invite him). carried his crusade into Scotland 
1842 and into England 1843. Partially paralyzed 
1848, made quick recovery, and next year set out 
for the United States where preached twenty-five 
the then thirty-one States. Soon after his return Ire- 
land December, 1851, his health completely failed, and 
remained invalid, though busy his prayers, until 
his death December 1856. 


Father Mathew’s success total abstinence missionary 
was almost incredible. Literally millions Ireland, 600,- 
000 America and several hundred thousand England 
and Scotland took the pledge his meetings. Though 
technically not great orator, achieved results beyond 
most great orators’ powers. Perhaps the comment 
sharp-tongued, sharp-penned Jane Welsh Carlyle explains 
his charm. After seeing him action, she wrote: “In 
the face Father Mathew the mercy Heaven 
seemed laid bare.” course, first enthusiasm 
waned, many fell away, but, Father Rogers’ words, 
“Treland could never return the deplorable state 
which [Father Mathew] had found it.” laid lasting 
foundation which others continue build. 


Father Theobald Mathew, Apostle Temperance 
commended all. has eight illustrations, bibliog- 


raphy and index. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Plum, Mary. State Department Cat. Doubleday, Doran. 
The Crime Club. Feb. 15, 1945. 208p. $2.00. 


George Stair, Gripsholm repatriate from Japanese con- 
centration camp where his consul father had died 
and malnutrition, flunks his oral before the 
Foreign Service examining board because the unreason- 
able and, soon revealed, sinister opposition 
one member. red-headed girl and cat intervene 
his private destiny which happens intertwined with 
the public destiny these United States; given 
chance retrieve his reverse; but the “small, russet leather 
despatch case with the State Department seal one 
entrusted his keeping, disappears from General 
Cavala’s reception; and the hunt up. From this point 
State Department Cat the mixture before; we’ve 
been chasing official documents down the diplomatic cor- 
ridors espionage fiction ever since Conan-Doyle’s Bruce- 
Partington Plans. This present merry quest, cliché, 
extremely sprightly one, with some excellent Washing- 
ton atmosphere thrown for good measure. 


State Department Cat hardly collector’s item; but 
isn’t least common multiple either. will please madame 
more than monsieur. Madame fancies little romance 
tossed into her political theory; monsieur feels that, when 


i” 


Knight Marsh Index 


comes penny dreadfuls, mucks the 
works. obviously, string along with fellow messieurs; 
but might consider buying this packet pleasant intrigue 
for brace mesdames whom esteem and who not 
want their spy-taking high-jinks too cerebral, too cosmic, 


too realistic. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, Buffalo, 


Crime Club---March Selection 


Knight, Kathleen Moore. Stream Sinister. Doubleday, 
Doran. Mar. 1945. $2.00. 


Like Intrigue for Empire, the July, 1944 Crime Club 
selection written Miss Knight, the background 
Stream Sinister Spanish American. This time she uses 
theme the attempt wipe out murderous means 
wealthy Mexican family, the Curiels. The murderer 
builds false front behind riderless horse and 
black-draped headless “ghost.” But unfortunately for 
him Lt. Gavin Scott, U.S.A., hand and with some 
high-powered action saves the remnants the family, 
notably beautiful Curiel, twin sister 
Gavin’s army comrade, Chris Curiel. Rather more 
implausible than most stories this type, g., the inability 
Daniele recognize false the voice the headless 
horseman impersonating Chris. The “red herring” the 
Duke’s visit the cave will hardly seem fair many 
readers. Suitable for those adults who have the time. 


Marsh, Ngaio. Died the Wool. Little, Brown. Mar. 
1945. 270p. $2.00. 


The stage was set for Florence Rubrick’s death when 
1939 Japanese buyer offered highest bid for the wool 
crop from her New Zealand sheep ranch. Three years 
later, her body was found warehouse, wedged 
bale that had been pressed her own wool-shed. When 
Chief Detective-Inspector Alleyn took over the case fif- 
teen months later, the trail But her portrait 
still hung the drawing room wall. And there still 
lived the ranch two young men and two young women 
—nephew, nephew-by-marriage, ward 
who her personality and recount her last 
hours. From the tangle international intrigue, post- 


Best SELLERS 


battle strains, adolescent maladjustments and marital an- 
tipathies, the detective unravelled the clues needed. 


Neatly constructed and admirably organized, the pieces 
this puzzle fit snugly into place without forcing 
gaping. The author keeps none the pieces her 
sleeve. reader can make them identify the killer 
and reproduce the scene the crime, too, smart 
enough. One the better mystery novels. 

Helen Butler 

Marywood College 
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